[Neonatal infection with Stenotrophomonas maltophilia (2 case studies)].
Stenotrophomonas maltophilia (S.M.) is a Gram-negative bacillus, naturally resistant to cephalosporins and carbapenems, which can colonize different sites and may be responsible for serious infections for which treatment is a real challenge. We report 2 cases of nosocomial S.M. infection in 2 hospitalized newborns in the neonatal intensive care unit. CASE 1: A 3-day-old newborn presented with infection beginning in the respiratory system, treated with ciprofloxacin, and complicated by septicemia, resulting in death. CASE 2: An 11-day-old newborn presented with brain S.M. suppuration: empyema and multiple abscesses were treated successfully with the combination of amikacin and chloramphenicol with good progression in the short and medium terms. Some epidemiological studies report that S.M. is the second Gram-negative bacillus responsible for nosocomial infection after Klebsiella pneumoniae. While the respiratory location of the bacterium is typical, cerebral parenchyma damage is rare in the newborn. The treatment remains very delicate and difficult because of this bacterium's drug multiresistance. These 2 cases of infection caused by S.M. including respiratory tract infection with bacteremia and cerebral suppuration in newborns have broadened the spectrum of diseases caused by this organism and are a reminder of the emergence of this organism and its natural resistance to several antibiotics.